MTN-003D Stage 2

Theme Identification Exercise

Introduction: The goal of this exercise is to use concepts written on index cards to facilitate discussion with participants on key research questions. 
Procedures: 
1. Explain to the participant that each card has a reason women in VOICE may not have taken their gel or tablets. The interviewer should read each card to the participant, one-by-one, and ask the participant to  select the card(s) with the reason(s) that best explains: 

· [For women with low or inconsistent drug detection] why she was not able to take her products(s): ever/ consistently/ as often as she was instructed to. 
· [For women with high drug detection] what she struggled with, despite taking the products most or all the time.

NOTE: 

a. Participant may comment on why she selected/ did not select each card as the interviewer is reading, or may select first and then explain later. 

b. Explain that she may choose as many cards as she likes. 

c. Explain that she should select the most relevant card(s), even if the term doesn’t perfectly match her own reason(s).
d. Participant may put cards into two piles: “relevant” and “not relevant”, or may add a third “middle” category (e.g. not sure or undecided).  

e. Record the card code on appropriate source document.
2. [If not yet discussed during step 1]. Explain to her that you will look at the two/ three piles she has selected together. Ask participant to tell you why X (first reason) was relevant to her… (repeat for each reason) from the “relevant” pile.
3. Ask participant, if there was any other relevant reasons for her, that were not listed, if yes, write them on blank cards and discuss them as above (this “new” reason card may be added, if needed, in the next round of interviews)
4. [If not yet discussed during step 1]. Repeat the exercise in #2, focusing on the reasons in the other pile(s) that were not relevant to her. Ask participant to tell you why X (first reason) was NOT relevant to her…(repeat for each reason) from the “not relevant” and “middle” (if applicable) pile. 
5. Ask participant to put in order of importance the X reasons that were relevant to her, with the most relevant on top and the least of those relevant at the bottom (Record card code in order from most to least on appropriate source document).
	1. I experienced or was worried about side effects
	2. My partner disliked  the products/ VOICE

	3. My family or friends disliked the products/ VOICE

	4. Someone told me to not take the products



	5. The products cannot prevent HIV


	6. The products may be harmful



	7. I was not interested in using the products


	8. I didn’t need to take the products



	9. I wasn’t at risk of getting HIV


	10. I joined the study for health services provided by the clinic



	11. I joined the study for the reimbursements
	12. Others would think I have HIV if I took the products

	13. It was boring to take the products daily
	14. I didn’t have enough support from others to take the products

	15. I had to hide when taking my products
	16. The products decreased sexual pleasure

	17. It was challenging to swallow big tablets/insert a gel in my vagina
	18. [I heard that] other participants were not taking their products

	19. The place where I lived made it hard to take the products
	20. I was too busy to take products every day
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